
Resource Date Description Published By Link

Community Solar Toolkit Online Resource
Provides community solar information and comprehensive 

set of resources, including many of the resources below.
Solar Market Pathways

http://solarmarketpathways.org
/innovation/community-

solar/#layoutsection_backgroun
d-8

A Guide to Community Shared 
Solar: Utility, Private, and 
Nonprofit Project Development

May 2012
A resource for stakeholders interested in developing 

community shared solar projects.
National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory
https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy1

2osti/54570.pdf

Community solar: What is it? Online Resource
A website that defines community solar and explains the 

various components and benefits.
EnergySage

https://www.energysage.com/s
olar/community-

solar/community-solar-power-
explained/

Solar Energy Resource Center Online Resource
Provides a comprehensive list of resources that can be 

filtered by topic area.

Department of Energy, Office 
of Energy Efficiency & 

Renewable Energy

https://energy.gov/eere/sunsh
ot/solar-energy-resource-center-
0?Topic=SharedSolarCommunit

y_and_Solarize

Best Practices Analysis August 2015

Compiled from leading experts on community solar, 
analysis identifies model programs and provides a 

framework for accelerating community solar in Cook 
County.

Cook County Solar Market 
Pathways Project

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/
sites/default/files/service/cookc
ountysunshottask3bestpractices

.pdf

Economic and Policy Barriers 
Resolution Work Plan

May 2016
Identifies economic and policy barriers as well as potential 

resolutions for developing community solar.
Cook County Solar Market 

Pathways Project

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/
sites/default/files/service/policy-

resolutions-work-plan.pdf

Community Shared Solar: Policy 
and Regulatory Considerations

September 2014
Discusses the shared solar business model and how it 

interacts with existing policy and regulations, including net 
metering, tax credits and securities regulations.

National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory

https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy1
4osti/62367.pdf
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Shared Renewable Energy for 
Low- to Moderate-Income 
Consumers: Policy Guidelines 
and Model Provisions

March 2016

Includes an overview of key barriers to low- to moderate-
income customer participation in shared renewable 

energy programs and provides key policy guidelines and 
program design recommendations.

Interstate Renewable Energy 
Council

http://www.irecusa.org/publica
tions/shared-renewable-energy-
for-low-to-moderate-income-
consumers-policy-guidelines-

and-model-provisions/

Model Rules for Shared 
Renewable Energy Programs

June 2013
Identifies best practices in shared renewable energy 

program design.
Interstate Renewable Energy 

Council; Vote Solar

http://www.irecusa.org/publica
tions/model-rules-for-shared-
renewable-energy-programs/

Community Solar Policy 
Decision Matrix

November 2016

Provides considerations and recommendations for 
policymakers on community solar program design 

elements, including program structure, compensation, 
consumer participation, project characteristics and low-to-

moderate income considerations.

Coalition for Community Solar 
Access

http://www.communitysolaracc
ess.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/03/CCSA-
Policy-Decision-Matrix-Final-11-

15-2016.pdf

Value Proposition – Part I May 2016
Analysis of the value proposition for shared solar 

subscribers and system owners, finding a positive business 
case for both parties under the base case scenario.

Cook County Solar Market 
Pathways Project

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/
sites/default/files/service/value-

proposition.pdf

Value Proposition – Part II April 2017

Building off the previous value proposition, this analysis 
includes utility impacts and incorporates provisions of the 
Future Energy Jobs Bill, passed in December 2016. Found a 
positive business case for system owners and subscribers 
as long as federal tax credits, SRECs and utility rebates are 

available to developers. Also found that as a wires-only 
utility, ComEd would not be able to realize the benefits of 

shared solar.

Cook County Solar Market 
Pathways Project

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/
sites/default/files/service/cook-

county-smp-task-5-1-value-
proposition-report.pdf

Utility Billing Impacts of 
Community Solar

May 2016
Analyzes the potential bill crediting processes for 

subscriber management of a community solar project.
Cook County Solar Market 

Pathways Project

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/
sites/default/files/service/bill-

crediting-analysis.pdf

Community Solar Business Case 
Tool

March 2017
Spreadsheet that allows users to calculate the costs and 

benefits of a community solar project for developers and 
subscribers.

Cook County Solar Market 
Pathways Project

http://www.elevateenergy.org/
wp/wp-

content/uploads/Community-
Solar-Business-Case-Tool.xlsm
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Community Solar Local Benefits 
Analysis

August 2017

Simulates costs and benefits at a hypothetical site to 
derive total local net benefits, including job creation, 

economic activity and environmental impacts of increased 
deployment of community solar within Cook County.

Cook County Solar Market 
Pathways Project

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/
sites/default/files/service/final-
local-benefits-analysis-report-

080917.pdf

Low-Income Solar Policy Guide Online Resource
Provides examples of different models and financing 

mechanisms to help expand solar access to LMI 
customers.

Center for Social Inclusion; 
Grid Alternatives; Vote Solar

http://www.lowincomesolar.or
g/policy-tools/financing/

Consumer Protection for 
Community Solar: A Guide for 
States

June 2017

A guide for state regulators that discusses consumer 
protection issues that may arise in community solar 

projects for residential consumers, and the role states can 
play in ensuring appropriate consumer protections. 

Clean Energy States Alliance

https://www.cesa.org/resource-
library/resource/consumer-

protection-for-community-solar-
a-guide-for-states

Residential Consumer Guide to 
Community Solar

July 2016

A guide for consumers that provides information on 
community solar and the key issues to consider when 
evaluating whether to enter into a community solar 

agreement.

Solar Energy Industries 
Association; Coalition for 
Community Solar Access

https://www.seia.org/sites/defa
ult/files/Residential%20Consum
er%20Guide%20to%20Commun
ity%20Solar%20-%20FINAL.pdf

SEIA Guide to Land Leases for 
Solar

July 2016
A guide for landowners that includes considerations and 

key questions to ask if they are approached by solar 
developers.

Solar Energy Industries 
Association

https://www.seia.org/sites/defa
ult/files/resources/SEIA%20Gui
de%20to%20Land%20Leases%2
0for%20Solar_July%2027%2020

16.pdf

State of Community Solar in 
Cook County

June 2015

Details the current state of community solar in Cook 
County as of June 2015. Despite growing interest in solar, 
there were no community solar projects installed in Cook 

County.

Cook County Solar Market 
Pathways Project

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/
sites/default/files/service/cookc
ountycommunitysolaropportuni

tyassessmentpart162915.pdf

Opportunity Assessment June 2015

Quantifies shared solar market potential by identifying 
suitable sites for community solar installations and 

potential solar capacity for those sites. Total community 
solar capacity in Cook County is over 9,000 megawatts, 

enough to power the annual energy consumption of more 
than 1.2 million single-family homes.

Cook County Solar Market 
Pathways Project

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/
sites/default/files/service/cookc
ountycommunitysolaropportuni

tyassessmentpart262915.pdf

CONSUMER ENGAGEMENT & EDUCATION

OTHER COOK COUNTY SOLAR MARKET PATHWAYS RESOURCES
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Case Studies & Case Study 
Overview

September 2017
Overview details evaluation process for 15 potential 
community solar sites; case studies show viability of 

community solar in wide range of circumstances.

Cook County Solar Market 
Pathways Project

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/
communitysolar/casestudies
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